250                       JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
Some twenty   aeroplanes go up  from the Fleet, and
destroyers are sent on ahead to search the approaches to the
harbour for enemy submarines. At 0510 a W/T message
from Colombo reports no sign of the enemy, and the reports
from the aeroplanes and destroyers are to the same effect.
The C.-in-C., Admiral Wilson, decides to go in, and after
detailing a cruiser squadron and a destroyer flotilla for the
necessary patrol outside, leads the~Fleet, escorted by destroyers,
straight for the entrance. The battle squadron, with Nelson
and Rodney leading, is about 20,000 metres from the entrance
when a submarine is sighted about 800 metres to one side
of the line. She fires two torpedoes in quick succession.
The Fleet at once alters course towards her to avoid them,
but the range is too close, Malaya is hit and begins to heel
over to starboard. Destroyers immediately rush to the spot
whence the shots were fired, and aeroplanes come over to
help in the search. The destroyers steam about all over the
place dropping depth-charges, hoping to sink the submarine.
After about thirty minutes, the C.-in-C. decides that the
danger is past and orders the battle squadron to proceed into
harbour.
The Japanese submarine is the cruiser 13, of 1955 tons
displacement, with a surface speed of 17 knots. Her com-
manding officer has cleverly kept in touch with Japan
through a Chinaman in Colombo, and has received the
message that war has been declared. He has remained sub-
merged for two days outside Colombo awaiting his oppor-
tunity. The increased activity in the air and on the surface
of craft searching for submarines has given away the fact
that the Fleet is expected.
The Fleet spends two days at Colombo completing its
preparations for war, and on September 10 leaves for the
Straits of Sunda. Malaya is left behind, and the most
exhaustive precautions are taken on going out of
harbour.
^Another Japanese cruiser submarine, 14, is lying in
wait off Dundra Head, expecting that the Fleet will round
that point close in. But Admiral Wilson is taking no risks
and keeps well out to sea.
British plans to force the Straits.
The question with which Admiral Wilson is now con-